2006 North Carolina State Mechanical Code Code:

(2003 IMC® with North Carolina Amendments)
CHAPTER 3
GENERAL REGULATIONS
SECTION 306
ACCESS AND SERVICE SPACE

306.1 Clearances for maintenance and replacement. Clearances around appliances to
elements of permanent construction, including other installed equipment and appliances,
shall be sufficient
to allow inspection, service, repair or replacement without removing such elements of
permanent construction or disabling the function of a required fire-resistance-rated
assembly.
306.1.1 Central furnaces. Deleted.
306.2 Appliances in rooms. Rooms containing appliances requiring access shall be
provided with a door and an unobstructed passageway measuring not less than 36 inches
(914 mm) wide and 80 inches (2032 mm) high.
Exception: Within a dwelling unit, appliances installed in a compartment, alcove,
basement or similar space shall be accessed by an opening or door and an unobstructed
passageway measuring not less than 24 inches (610 mm) wide and large enough to allow
removal of the largest appliance in the space, provided that a level service space of not
less than 30 inches (762 mm) deep and the height of the appliance, but not less than 30
inches (762 mm), is present at the front or service side of the appliance with the door
open.
306.3 Appliances in attics. Attics containing appliances requiring access shall be
provided with an opening and unobstructed passageway large enough to allow removal
of the largest appliance. The passageway shall not be less than 30 inches (762 mm) high
and 22 inches (559 mm) wide and not more than 20 feet (6096 mm) in length measured
along the centerline of the passageway from the opening to the appliance. The
passageway shall have continuous solid flooring not less than 24 inches (610 mm) wide.
A level service space not less than 30 inches (762 mm) deep and 30 inches (762 mm)
wide shall be present at the front or service side of the appliance. The clear access
opening dimensions shall be a minimum of 20 inches by 30 inches (508 mm by 762 mm),
where such dimensions are large enough to allow removal of the largest appliance.
Exceptions:
1. The passageway and level service space are not required where the appliance is
capable of being serviced and removed through the required opening.
2. Where the passageway is not less than 6 feet (1829 mm) high for its entire length, the
passageway shall not be limited in length.

